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United Way Niagara acknowledges that Niagara is situated on lands and waters 

protected by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum covenant and by diverse 

treaties. This land is steeped in the rich history of the First Nations such as the 

Hatiwendaronk, the Haudenosaunee, and the Anishinaabe, including the 

Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. There are many First Nations, Métis, and 

Inuit people from across Turtle Island that live and work in Niagara today. United 

Way Niagara stands with all Indigenous people, past and present, in promoting 

the wise stewardship of the lands on which we live, share, work and gather. 
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Opening doors, creating opportunities.

Frances Hallworth
CEOPam Lilley

Board Chair

Creating meaningful change in Niagara starts with investing in solutions to local social challenges - and 

tackling these issues takes more than just a few of us. Once again, our hearts are full seeing just how much 

our community has come together to support one another and allow every individual and family right here 

in Niagara a chance to thrive. 

Challenges of course do remain. Behind thousands of doors in Niagara, many people continue to struggle 

with issues we can’t see. With the ongoing support of our donors and volunteers and the continued 

perseverance of our funded agency partners, United Way continues to strengthen the safety net of 

social services in Niagara that provide food, safe housing, income support, crucial social connections 

and more.

Thanks to you, our generous supporters, together we raised $5,289,000 in 2023.

Those dollars will be invested in the areas of greatest need, so our community can be the best it can be. 

It is our privilege to invest in life-changing programs that support people in all stages of their life. Helping 

people struggling behind closed doors starts with breaking down barriers for everyone in need. 

United Way is proud to invest funds in 151 high-impact programs, which served 160,090 people in 

2023. These numbers are sobering and remind us that there continues to be a strong need for support. 

We will continue to focus on emerging issues, with an emphasis on improving the social capital of those in 

need. 

Last year, United Way continued on a path of finding innovative ways to respond to community need. New 

partnerships led to even more community access to fresh produce, a brand-new garden hub and a stronger 

social safety net. Your support allows us to push even further to respond to needs where they exist in 

our neighbourhoods, meeting local issues head on.

Niagara has always shown us that in times of great challenge and need, the community and heart of our 

region always prevails. On behalf of the United Way Board and team, we thank you for your unwavering 

support. Let’s keep breaking down barriers, together.
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WOMEN UNITED members Dr. Nancy Francis (L), Anne Kirkpatrick and 
Shelley Marchand (R) volunteering at the Vineland Garden Hub.
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Campaign Cabinet

Brad Steeves, Chair
Sheila Bristo

Joseph J. Carlomusto Jr.
Chris Dyer

Mike Kirkopoulos
Pam Lilley

Shelley Marchand
David Oakes
Bob Pocius

Kiara Theodosopoulos
Ellen Wodchis

Community Investment 
Volunteers

Janice Jones, Chair
Zainab Awad

Beth Buckmaster
Heidi Burgess
Sheila Bristo

Dan Carnegie
Mike Clarke
Rob DePetris
Dawn Dobbie
Louise Goller

Michelle Harvey
Jeff Klassen
Kory Lippert

Carolyne Watts

Garden Hub Volunteers

Catherine Ardila
Ana Chap

Heather Coutu
Nala Coutu

Martha Cruikshank
Carla Merediz Durant
Teresa Rivera Flores

Keenan George
Elly Jenkyns

Brittany Keller
Cindy MacMillan
Suzanne Merriam

Kabir Rekhi
David Sherlock
Maninder Sodhi

GenNext Cabinet

Kiara Theodosopoulos, Chair
Katie Marino, Vice-Chair
Alexa Moore, Treasurer

Karina Armstrong
Mike Britton

André Chabot
Priyanka Dhar

Samantha Hoodless
David Litt

Shannon Nicol
Cydney Nutbeem

Kassy Sparks

Golf Committee

Heidi Burgess, Co-Chair
Scott Heelis, Co-Chair

Anthony Bilotta
Brandon Boothroyd

Mike Clarke
Adam DiFruscia
Travis Dolinski
Dino Valentini

Women United Committee

Sheila Bristo, Co-Chair
Ellen Wodchis, Co-Chair

Sharon Aloian
Heidi Burgess

Suzanne Curtin
Trish Finn

Dr. Nancy Francis
Louise Goller
Sandy Howe
Ananya Jain

Barbara Legg
Shelley Marchand
Jane Richardson
Tracey Schenck
Dr. Lynn Wells

Board of Directors 

Pam Lilley, Chair
MNP

Akram Askoul, Vice-Chair
Niagara Regional Police Service

Jason Burgess, Treasurer
City of Niagara Falls

Patrick Maloney, Honourary Solicitor
Sullivan Mahoney LLP

Lou Ann Binning, Labour Liaison Officer
Niagara Regional Labour Council 
 
Jennifer McArthur, Labour Liaison Officer 
(until October 2023)

Ontario English Catholic Teachers’
 Association

Shirley Cordiner
Niagara Safety Village

April Cotton
Breakwater Investment Inc.

Sara Holmes
Meridian Credit Union

Jeff Klassen
Niagara-on-the-Lake Hydro

Bryan MacCulloch
Retired Chief of Police

Kailash Manohar
Niagara Fallsview Casino

Roderick McDowell
Deputy Judge/Deacon, Anglican Church 
of Canada

Sean Simpson
SRx Simpson’s Pharmasave

Dr. Lynn Wells
Brock University
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Campaign Results

“I am thrilled to announce that we have achieved an 
extraordinary milestone this year, raising an incredible

As I reflect on my time as Campaign Chair, I am both 
honoured to have led this remarkable campaign and 
humbled by the generosity that I have witnessed this 
year. I extend a heartfelt thank you to the donors and 
campaign volunteers I have had the pleasure of 
working with, your generosity and dedication speaks 
volumes of your commitment to transformative 
change. Thank you Niagara!”

Brad Steeves 
2023 Campaign Chair 
President, Beatties Business Products

      

$5,289,000! 

General Motors St. Catharines Propulsion Plant
Brock University

Algoma Central Corporation
Niagara Casinos

Niagara Regional Police Service
Niagara Region

Enbridge Gas Inc. 
LCBO

RBC Dominion Securities
Niagara College Canada

John Deere Canada ULC
Costco Wholesale Canada Ltd.

Meridian Credit Union
Niagara Health

BMO Financial Group
Rankin Construction Inc.

TD Bank Group
The St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation

Canada Border Services Agency
City of Niagara Falls

Top 20 Employee Campaigns

Employee campaigns are critical to the success of the annual campaign. We thank all of the employee 
campaign donors for their support through one-time, payroll, retiree, corporate and event contributions.
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ANITA ROBERTSON LEGACY AWARD
Shelley Marchand

CAMPAIGN OF THE YEAR
Canadian Niagara Power Inc.

COMMUNITY BUILDER AWARD
Edith Cavell Public School - Fresh West Market

COMMUNITY PARTNER AWARD
Meridian Credit Union

CORPORATION OF THE YEAR
Algoma Central Corporation 

EVENT OF THE YEAR
Enbridge Golf Tournament

MUNICIPAL CHALLENGE
City of Port Colborne

UNSUNG HERO AWARD
LCBO

Spotlight on Corporation of the Year: Algoma Central Corporation, and their employees, have 
demonstrated a long history of outstanding support of United Way in Niagara, and across the country. 
Their exceptional support is evident in their continual employee contributions and corporate matching, 
the tireless efforts of their dedicated United Way Committee, and their enthusiastic involvement in 
numerous volunteer initiatives year after year (pictured below during a staff volunteer day at the 
Vineland Garden Hub). Algoma Central Corporation and their employees have contributed nearly 
2 million dollars to the community through United Way over the last 20 years, proving that it really is 
true what they say; The Bear Cares.  

Special Awards

Algoma Central Corporation employees Ryan (L) and Steve (R) 
at the Vineland Garden Hub helping with fall clean-up.
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“My husband and I both work full-time but since our 
mortgage renewal, our payment is now triple what it 
was. After all our bills were paid, there was next to 
nothing left to buy food. I was embarrassed to be in the 
position where I had to ask for help, but after visiting 
The Hope Centre the first time, I was treated with such 
compassion, I am just grateful. We received food and 
supports to help us move forward. Programs like these 
are so important, even for working people like us. 
Thank you!” 
    - Mary & Dom 

Our Impact at a Glance

11,909 mental health crisis calls ended with a positive outcome, providing the support and hope 
to people when and where it was needed most. 

12,638 emergency shelter nights provided, ensuring the safety of youth, adults and families 
experiencing homelessness.

United, we are addressing basic, urgent needs...

...and investing in long-term solutions to Niagara’s toughest issues.

22,678  times marginalized individuals were afforded dignity through basic hygiene, by being 
provided with essentials like soap, hair care, menstrual products and oral hygiene items.

26,708 hours of one-to-one homelessness prevention support provided, keeping families and 
individuals connected and housed. 

1,980 youth accessed after-school programs, providing essential opportunities, meaningful 
connections, supportive relationships and early interventions.

4,342 counselling sessions were provided to individuals and families, increasing access to 
mental health services for people when they need it most.

518 households at imminent risk of losing their housing for various reasons, were 
supported in stablizing their situations, remaining housed.   

732,921 nutritious meals provided through meal programs and emergency food supports serving 
people in all walks of life from children and families to seniors.

Thanks to you!
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211 Ontario
Autism Ontario - Niagara Region Chapter
Bethlehem Housing and Support Services
BGC Niagara
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Niagara
Birchway Niagara
Bridges Community Health Centre
Canadian Mental Health Association, Niagara Branch
Community Care of St. Catharines & Thorold
Community Care of West Niagara
Community Living Grimsby, Lincoln and West Lincoln
Community Living Port Colborne - Wainfleet
Distress Centre Niagara
Epilepsy Niagara
Family Counselling Centre
Family Mental Health Support Network of Niagara
Fort Erie Multicultural Centre
Foundation of Resources for Teens (FORT)
Gillian's Place
Learning Disabilities Association of Niagara Region
Links for Greener Learning
Mainstream

March of Dimes Canada
Meals on Wheels Niagara Falls
Meals on Wheels Port Colborne
Niagara Centre for Independent Living
Niagara Folk Arts Multicultural Centre
Niagara Region Sexual Assault Centre (CARSA Inc.)
Niagara Regional Learning Centre
Niagara Women's Enterprise Centre (Upskill Niagara)
Port Cares
Positive Living Niagara
Quest Community Health Centre
Southridge Church
St. Vincent de Paul - St. Alfred's Conference
Start Me Up Niagara
Strive Niagara
The Hope Centre
The RAFT (Niagara Resource Service for Youth)
Victim Services Niagara
West Niagara Palliative Care Services (Rose Cottage) 
Westview Centre4Women
YMCA of Niagara
YWCA Niagara Region

Community Fund Grantees

Our Investments

The Community Fund grants three-year funding to local programs, allowing partner agencies to plan and 
implement impactful programs for long-term sustainable solutions to Niagara’s biggest social issues. Our 
partners rely on sustainable funding to plan and execute the programs that change thousands of lives.

“Having consistent three-year funding ensures that the programs we provide 
for women and their families are sustainable and reliable for those who 
access them. It also provides the consistency for long-term impact, such as 
the support we receive for the transitional housing program, it gives 
women the time they need to do the work to move to a place of stability.” 

Elisabeth Zimmermann
Executive Director, YWCA Niagara Region

9

MEETING 
INDIVIDUAL & 
COMMUNITY 

NEEDS

TACKLING 
COMPLEX SOCIAL 

ISSUES



We Are All Human

“We are all human, and we all have stories,” said Elisabeth Zimmermann, Executive Director of YWCA 
Niagara Region. Each person helped by the YWCA is unique, and there is no one-size-fits-all solution. 
 
United Way’s investments in YWCA’s programming have a “profound impact on the day-to-day 
operations,” said Zimmermann. YWCA receives funding for several programs that support women at 
all stages in their journey. “Women who come to us for support are often struggling with a number of 
things – it could be mental illness, homelessness, violence, human trafficking, addiction…the list goes 
on. The one thing they all have in common is they’ve all experienced trauma.”

“When you consider the diverse challenges facing marginalized women just to access basic 
necessities, it becomes increasingly clear that living in poverty is a full-time job,” she reflects. YWCA 
shelter advocates spent 1,575 hours in 2023 working with shelter guests on various case management 
tasks, the equivalent of working full-time for nearly a year, with the goal of securing safe and 
affordable housing. 

Programs offered at YWCA build resilience, teach invaluable life skills, support women in recovery, 
secure housing in some cases or maintain housing in others. The agency provides comprehensive 
support services for marginalized women and their families, a vital resource greatly needed to meet 
the increased demand. “Given the current crises regarding opioids, mental health, homelessness and 
gender-based violence, we are seeing more clients with increasingly complex issues who need a lot of 
support to move forward,” said Zimmermann. Success is not linear, and it looks different for everyone. 

“There was a woman who had been chronically homeless for years. She had experienced 
unimaginable trauma in her life – but she amazed us all. She utilized many of our programs, 
including supportive housing, moved to independent housing and ended up going back to school,” 
Zimmermann recalled. In other cases, something as simple as gaining the courage and confidence to 
say ‘good morning’ or even returning the next day is a big step. 

YWCA’s work is rooted in addressing inequities that affect women and their families in poverty. 
The wraparound support they provide every day is made possible by donors like you.

Spotlight on: 
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“As a young single mother, I 
was so lost. I had no clue where 
to turn, or what my next steps 
should be. Living in supportive 

housing has been so helpful, and 
made it possible for me to make it 

on my own. I am forever grateful 
for all the help, encouragement 

and support I have received.” 
- Jodi
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Advancing Crystal Beach Charitable 
  Foundation
ATTCH Niagara
Bethlehem Housing & Support Services
BGC Niagara
Bridges Community Health Centre
Caribbean Workers Outreach Project
Community Crew
Community Living Fort Erie
Community Living Welland Pelham
Faith Welland
Femmes du Feu Creations
Fort Erie Native Friendship Centre
Gillian's Place
Healthy Start, Healthy Future

Heart Niagara
Heartland Forest Nature Experience
Niagara Artists Centre
Niagara Community Benefits Network
Niagara Regional Native Centre
Pelham Cares Inc.
Port Cares
Regional Essential Access to Connected 
  Healthcare (REACH) Niagara Inc. 
St. Michael's Church in collaboration with 
  Strong Fort Erie Neighbourhoods
West Niagara Palliative Care Services 
  (Rose Cottage Visiting Volunteers)
Westview Centre4Women
YWCA Niagara Region

Special Projects and Emerging Issues Grantees

Food Support Grantees

Anglicans in Action (Greater St. Catharines      
  Social Justice Network)
BGC Niagara
Bridges Community Health Centre
Christ Community Church Welland
Community Crew
Community Outreach Program Erie
Community Support Services of Niagara
FEED Niagara (network of Niagara’s 
  food banks)
Feeding Fort Erie
Food4Kids Niagara
Gillian’s Place
Links for Greener Learning

Migrant Farmworkers Project
Northend Church Food Bank
Open Arms Mission of Welland
Silver Spire United Church
Southridge Church
St Vincent de Paul - St Alfred’s Conference
St. Andrews/St. Mary’s Saint Vincent De Paul 
  Conference
Start Me Up Niagara
The Bridge
The Crystal Ridge Dream Center
Thorold Community Activities Group
Westview Centre4Women

Community Initiatives and Other Investments

Community Initiatives
After School Matters
Backpacks for Kids
Growing Communities
Hygiene Kits
Living Wage Niagara
Niagara Community Garden Network

Niagara Food Security Network
Period Promise
Welcome Home Kits

Other Investments
Rent Assistance Program 
Seniors’ Health & Wellbeing Fund

This grant offers funding to organizations who provide any type of food program for 
the sole purpose of purchasing additional food. Due to the increased cost of food, 
the need for support is higher than it has ever been. 

Offering one-time grants to assist agencies with arising needs, capacity building and 
emergency situations. Special Projects Funding is made possible in part by the 
generosity of The Branscombe Family Foundation.

Learning to cook at 
Westview Centre4Women

Market Day at Club 
Wellness Niagara

Start Me Up Niagara’s Mini 
Mobile Closet initiative

Math can be fun at 
Learning Disabilities 

Association of Niagara 

Packing Hygiene Kits 
for The Anita Project



Expanding Food Access in Schools
What originated as a discussion about where families access food in a fourth and fifth-grade class has 
evolved into a scalable food security initiative supported by United Way’s Community Pop-Up Market 
program. The creation of the Fresh West Market was a collaborative effort, led by students, teacher Alison 
Edward, Principal Robyn Scheubel, Nurse Austin White, and Niagara Region Public Health. The market 
provides consistent access to affordable, nutritious fruits and vegetables for families connected to the 
school. “Schools really are community access hubs,” said Scheubel, “it makes sense to use them as food 
access points as well – especially in neighbourhoods without many food options.” The Fresh West Market 
is run beginning to end by the students at Edith Cavell Public School, from the advertising and ordering to 
packaging and distribution. The primary focus was to improve household food security but it also 
integrates various areas of the curriculum, such as math, literacy, and health, while teaching essential skills 
like business management. Fresh West was so successful that Austin White, the school Public Health Nurse, 
brought it to Niagara Region. With their support, the school market model was born. The success of the 
program has led to its adoption in seven schools in Niagara to date and recognition at Queen’s Park. 
United Way is proud to present this year’s Community Builder Award to the dedicated Fresh West 
Market team for their efforts in enhancing household food security.
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Community Initiatives
In addition to our investments through the Community Fund and other grants to programs in 
Niagara, United Way Niagara funds and facilitates a number of community initiatives to address 
existing needs and fill current gaps in service for a multifaceted approach to community support. 

4,550 Hygiene Kits

364 Welcome Home Kits

457 volunteer hours

Providing 
basic needs

Supporting 
families 

Increasing access 
to healthy food

Advocating for 
menstrual equity

2,417 Backpacks for Kids

90 schools and 12 agencies

45 volunteers

11,602 lbs of healthy food grown and distributed

2,885 families benefited from improved access 
to affordable, fresh food in 16 neighbourhoods

19,328 menstrual products distributed

20 Period Promise Champions

26+ community partners supported 
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A child’s early years and the experiences they have in their youth are pivotal to their development as adults. 
Basics like food and shelter are equally as important as the presence of good relationships, safety, security 
and belonging. We know that children who have access to these things are more likely to become successful, 
well-adjusted adults. 

One hundred per cent donor-funded and delivered in partnership with The RAFT, After School Matters 
(ASM) is a program created to address these gaps in neighbourhoods, keeping children and youth engaged 
in learning and connected to their communities. ASM now operates ten programs in six neighbourhoods 
across Niagara.

If you ask the youth what they enjoy the most, it’s unlikely they will mention their improved self-confidence 
or a noticeable improvement in behaviour at school. Similarly, we won’t be the ones they excitedly call when 
they get accepted to that exclusive college program in a few years, or when they are the first in their family to 
earn a post-secondary degree. What you will hear is how much fun they had learning to skate or how much 
their mom enjoyed the dinner they made with a recipe they learned. They would tell you all these things with 
a smile because they are learning and developing as kids should - while having fun.

Since the first site opened in 2008, ASM has seen thousands of children and youth through the program. 
“Some kids started coming when they were five, and now they have graduated post-secondary and have 
come back to work with us,” Lethby said. “Many others have finished their schooling, started careers and 
families of their own.” 

Everyone deserves to have their most basic needs met, and developing emotional attachments with trusted 
adults and a sense of belonging within your community is part of that. ASM builds up children and youth by 
developing relationships, promoting healthy engagement with the community and creating positive social 
connections with others outside their household. None of this is possible without the generous support 
of United Way donors.

Breaking barriers, and
creating opportunities
for youth
93% attendees say they feel happier 

83% say they eat healthier

75% say it’s easier to make friends

Poverty is often an issue that affects families for generations. ASM 
empowers youth with resources to break that cycle. By providing a safe place 
to learn and grow, youth can connect with trusted adults and have fun, too. 
“The goal is to build that relationship with the kids, really get to know them. If 
someone starts down the wrong path, we can identify and redirect it early. 
ASM staff work tirelessly to provide that sense of community connection, build 
confidence, and equip every kid with the tools to navigate life’s tough choices 
in a positive way,” explained Mike Lethby, Executive Director of The RAFT.

15



Niagara Nutrition Partners (NNP) is a region-wide student nutrition program supported by United Way 
Niagara, that works directly in schools to provide daily snacks and meals to 24,000 students across the 
region every school day. 

In order to maximize healthy child development, NNP delivers a universal program accessible to every 
student. This approach ensures that no student feels stigmatized for receiving food support, as it is inclusive 
of all students regardless of background, family income, gender, or race. “We are operating more than 200 
programs at 171 schools right now, rural and urban,” said Jessica Stephenson, Program Manager of NNP. 
“We know that poverty knows no neighbourhood and hunger can affect any student. I like to say ‘what might 
be a necessity for some is often good for all’ and every student could likely benefit from the availability of 
healthy snacks and food at school. Making it universal avoids the program becoming stigmatized.”

NNP relies on the dedication of more than 1,000 volunteers to successfully operate and each program looks 
different to cater to the needs and values of the students it benefits. From offering culturally significant foods 
to newcomers all the way to engaging students in meal prep – NNP is nourishing young bodies and minds 
across Niagara. 

As adults, we are not at our best when we’re hungry so how can we expect that of children? We send them 
to school to learn and participate, in academics and socially too. “There was this young man who was 
struggling with emotional regulation and causing disruptions in the classroom,” recalled Stephenson. 
“Knowing he needed a break from the classroom when this happened, his teacher turned it into a positive 
experience. They gave him the job of delivering food to classrooms and quickly saw an improvement in his 
ability to positively regulate his emotions but also provided valuable lessons about the importance of 
nutrition. They even dubbed him ‘head chef’. Engaging with the program has really made a difference for 
him, it’s heartwarming.”

Access to healthy food is central, but NNP is more than that. It empowers children to navigate social 
interactions, forge friendships and cultivate life skills far beyond the classroom. Thanks to your support, we 
can ensure essential programs like this can continue to make a difference in the lives of thousands of 
students and their families. 

Nourishing Young Minds

Spotlight on: 
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More Than a Food Bank
When we hear the words ‘food bank’, most of us think of a place where people can go to get food when they 
need it. It sounds simple enough, but it’s not. Poverty is “highly complex,” said Christine Clark-Lafleur, CEO of 
Port Cares. “There are so many contributing factors, requiring a wraparound approach to support. We are so 
much more than a food bank, we do offer meals but it is through our community navigator program that we 
can really make a long-term impact.”

The Community Navigator Program at Port Cares receives funding from United Way and is a “critical function 
of the agency.” The program works to offer ‘help, hope and opportunity for all’ by building trust and 
providing people with the tools and resources they need. Food insecurity is one symptom of poverty, and 
can’t be solved without addressing the underlying issues. 

Port Cares currently serves more than 3,000 residents of Port Colborne, a significant percentage of the city’s 
population. The agency is a lifeline for children, families and seniors who courageously walk through its doors. 
“We work diligently to make this a warm and welcoming space, it’s hard enough to show up, let alone ask for 
help,” said Clark-Lafleur. “People initially come to us for food, but once they are here we can work with them 
to determine what their individual needs are and connect them with those wraparound supports.” 

Making ends meet while living on a low-income brings other challenges. “When people are facing hunger 
there is often other crisis intervention supports they could use. Something as simple as help filing their taxes, 
connecting to medical care, negotiating with a landlord or even legal advice can be the first step towards 
getting someone back on track,” noted Clark-Lafleur.

On an average day the agency’s meal program serves as many as 198 meals to individuals and families. 
“Every person we meet has their own story to tell and reasons for being in the situation they’re in,” said 
Clark-Lafleur. It may be a mental health issue, job loss, addiction or family breakdown that pushes a person 
or family into poverty. It could also be generational, or all of the above. The reasons are endless. One thing 
is certain, it is always more than just hunger. “In order to really help people, we need to dig deeper,” she 
said. “We have to find out why they are struggling to afford food in the first place and then provide the 
right resources.”

Understanding that poverty involves more than just lacking material resources, Port Cares goes above and 
beyond basic food assistance. Acknowledging the interconnectedness of issues like housing and mental 
health, the agency adopts a comprehensive approach to address the root causes of poverty. Made 
possible by your support, Port Cares continues to empower individuals to break free from the cycle of 
poverty and build brighter futures.

Spotlight on: 
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Homelessness is complex and traumatic, especially for youth. Youth homelessness often leads to a lifetime of 
chronic and precarious housing situations. Once someone is homeless, survival becomes the top priority and 
often youth experiencing homelessness are forced to do things they would never have dreamed they would 
do. Youth are especially vulnerable to life on the streets and their path to it is never direct.  ‘So, what if we can 
prevent it from happening in the first place?’ That was the nagging question for Mike Lethby, Executive 
Director of The RAFT from the beginning. 

“Our shelter was always full. We were seeing about 500 youth every year, we were just going through the 
motions, providing shelter and always at capacity,” Lethby said. “So we looked hard at who was showing up 
and why.”

They realized that attachment, or lack thereof, was a major factor in youth homelessness. “These are not 
drop-outs and addicts who then become homeless. These are kids who became homeless, were forced to 
leave their communities and their school and experienced trauma as a result. It could be an argument with a 
caregiver that gets out of hand that sets a person on the path to leaving home. Our top priority is repairing 
that bond and reconnecting youth with family, through counselling or family mediation, then we focus on 
re-engaging with school. Once those are addressed, we can support that youth until their housing situation 
stabilizes – preventing that trauma and homelessness in the first place,” said Lethby.

The RAFT works with close to 250 youth in their home communities across Niagara each year through its 
Youth Reconnect Program, diverting about 85% of them from ever entering the shelter. “The largest provider 
of affordable housing is home with family. It’s all about relationships, social connections, and addressing 
issues before they hit their breaking point,” noted Lethby. “So we are laser focused on repairing those 
connections first. We know that some family bonds are beyond repair, and leaving home may be the only 
option. The RAFT still provides critical in-shelter supports to youth who have nowhere else to turn.” 

The RAFT focuses on preventing youth homelessness by strengthening the bonds of attachment to home, 
school and community. When leaving home cannot be prevented, the average shelter stay is just 11 days, 
meaning that youth can secure safe, affordable housing very quickly. “We are able to get them into housing 
so quickly because we aren’t looking for 30 apartments at a time anymore, maybe one or two,” said Lethby. 

Your generous support allows United Way to continue to invest in vital programs supporting vulnerable youth 
in Niagara. Together, we can prevent youth homelessness. 

Attachment is Key

Spotlight on: 
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Thank You  

Ontario Shipyards (previously Heddle Shipyards) is committed to a strong Corporate Social 
Responsibility program, prioritizing giving back to the communities where they operate. 

863 donors took the 10% Challenge.

$254,117 additional funds raised to support the critical work of Niagara’s social safety net!

Left to right: Dawn Thorp, Ontario Shipyards Public Relations & Communications Manager and Shaun Padulo, Ontario Shipyards 
President & CEO with United Way’s Frances Hallworth, CEO and Kevin Jong, Director of Development and Communications.

“It was our privilege to sponsor the 10% Challenge which matched increases from donors of 
10% or more up to $50,000. The need for support has never been greater and we are proud 
to partner with United Way on this matching initiative. The number of donors who took the 
challenge is incredible and speaks volumes to the caring community we know Niagara to be.” 

Shaun Padulo
President & CEO, Ontario Shipyards
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If your basic needs are not met, how can you deal with 
anything else? For most of us, a morning routine of 
getting out of bed and making coffee is so ingrained 
that we hardly have to think about it. However, for the 
people walking through the doors at Start Me Up 
Niagara (SMUN), these seemingly mundane tasks are 
luxuries you don’t take for granted. 

SMUN, a United Way-supported agency, is “the one 
place you can come where no one will judge you,” 
said one client as he waited for fresh coffee to brew. 
“When you look like I do, you aren’t welcome in many 
places,” he said. Open five days a week, with lunches 
available on weekends, SMUN welcomes anyone 
without judgement. The agency offers a wide range of 
services and supports, working with individuals at their 
own pace. 

“The people we serve are highly marginalized,” said 
Laura Dumas, Executive Director of Start Me Up 
Niagara, “but they are still people.” SMUN ensures 
that basic needs are met first – offering food, meals, 
a warm place to rest your feet, even semi-urgent 
medical attention – then they can focus on the rest. 
Acting as a comprehensive resource hub, SMUN 
facilitates access to essential services, fostering trust 
and relationships crucial for progress. When individuals 
are ready they will have access to income, housing and 
employment supports. “We have helped people avoid 
eviction and found stable housing for others. We have 
helped people find employment and become financially 
independent,” said Dumas. 

When people have consistent, reliable access to food, 
warmth and emotional support, they can begin to 
unpack an emotional history of trauma and adversity. 
One step at a time, SMUN is helping people build 
better futures. 

One Step at a Time Spotlight on: 

“Before coming to Start Me Up, budgeting 
wasn't really something I thought about. But 
now it's something I do every month to ensure 
I can feed myself and pay rent. Honestly I'm 
afraid to wonder where I'd be if I never started 
coming here.” 
      - Spencer

20



CORPORATE SUPPORT & 
FOUNDATION GIFTS

$100,000 +

Niagara Region through the Niagara  
  Prosperity Initiative

$50,000 - $99,999

Algoma Central Corporation
The Brown Homestead and 
  Humeniuk Foundation
General Motors St. Catharines 
  Propulsion Plant
Niagara Casinos
Ontario Shipyards

$25,000 - $49,999

John Deere Foundation of Canada
Kiwanis Club of St. Catharines
Meridian Credit Union
Post Foods Canada
Rankin Construction Inc.
RBC Financial Group

$10,000 - $24,999

Alectra Utilities 
BMO Financial Group
Canadian Niagara Power Inc.
CIBC
Costco Wholesale Canada Ltd.
Desjardins
Enbridge Gas Inc.
Equipment Corps Inc.
George Darte Funeral Chapel Inc.
John Deere Canada ULC
LKQ
MAZON Canada
McKeil Family Foundation
Niagara SkyWheel
Performance Auto Group
Scotiabank
The St. Lawrence Seaway Management  
  Corporation
Stolk Construction Ltd.
TD Bank Group
Employees’ Community Fund at 
  THK Canada Limited

$5,000 - $9,999

Beatties Business Products 
Canada Life
Consignor Auctions Ltd. Cowley Abbott

Court Holdings Limited
Durez Canada Inc.
FYidoctors l Visique Enhancing Life 
  Foundation Flow Through Fund at 
  Calgary Foundation
Janco Steel
Meyers Fruit Farms
Niagara College Canada
Niagara-on-the-Lake Hydro
The Ontario Paper Thorold Foundation
Quartz Co Surfaces
Springbank House
SRx Health Solutions
Verge Insurance Group

$1,000 - $4,999

13th Street Winery
Bell Marine & Mill Supply Ltd.
Brand Blvd
Brandt Tractor Ltd.
Brian Cullen Motors Ltd.
Brock Ford Sales Ltd.
Brock University
Canadian Federation of University 
  Women St. Catharines
City of Port Colborne
Cooper Wealth Management
De Sousa Logistics
Dekker Family Foundation
DJB Chartered Professional Accountants
E.S. Fox Limited
ETFO Niagara Occasional Teachers’ Local
Fairview Animal Clinic
Falls Chevrolet Cadillac Ltd.
Green Benefits Group Inc.
Hatch Ltd.
Hopkins Family Tim Hortons
IG Wealth Management
Intact Financial Corporation
Kavar Jewellers
Konzelmann Estate Winery
Lactalis Canada
Lakeview Vineyard Equipment
Lions Club of Merritton
Main West Animal Hospital
Morse & Son Funeral Home
Murray & Associates LLP
Newman Bros. Limited
Niagara Peninsula Energy Inc.
Niagara Piston Inc.
Niagara Region
Niagara Regional Labour Council
Niagara Regional Police Service
Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ 
  Association Niagara Elementary Unit 
Ontario Secondary School Teachers’  
  Federation District 22
Osborne Law Group
Ravine Vineyard Estate Winery

The Regional Municipality of 
  Niagara Police Services Board
Reliance Home Comfort
RentSync
Root Bissonnette Walker LLP
Rotary Club of Niagara Falls Sunrise
Salit Steel
Stanmore Equipment Ltd.
Sullivan Mahoney LLP
TD Wealth
Town of Lincoln
UNIFOR - On behalf of the members 
  of Local 4212
Vineland Manufacturing Ltd.
Ziraldo Estate Winery

$500 - $999

Accenture
Bell Canada
BHH Benefits
Mike Bolus - Secret Garden Restaurant
City of Welland
Ellis Engineering
Enercare
Environmental 360 Solutions Ltd.
JBM Office Systems Ltd.
Jessie MacDonald Realtor Inc.
Lancaster Chown & Welch LLP
Liberty Removal Services Inc.
Loud+Clear
Manulife Financial
Many Seeds
MNP
Mountainview Homes
Peninsula Plastics Ltd.
R.V. Anderson Associates Limited
Ratkovsky Wealth Management
Riley Family Dentistry
ServiceMaster Restore of Niagara
Seymour Fair Insurance Brokers
St. David’s Veterinary Clinic
St. John the Baptist Hungarian 
  Greek Catholic Church
Stamford Estates
Strigidae Strategies 
Switzer-Carty Transportation
The Pen Centre
VDC Canada
Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Company
Wormald Masse Keen Lopinski LLP
Anonymous - 1

IN-KIND SUPPORT

13th Street Winery 
91.7 GiantFM
Absolute Change Management
Avondale Stores Ltd.

Our Donors 
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The Sponsored Employee Program is one of the reasons we are able to raise funds efficiently and effectively. 
These organizations make a significant contribution to United Way each year, to our community and to the 
professional development of their employees. Interested in participating? Contact us! 

We would like to thank the following organizations and individuals for their invaluable contributions: 

Sponsored Employees

IN-KIND SUPPORT CONTINUED

Beatties Business Products
Brock University 
Canada Revenue Agency 
Cherry Hill Club 
City of St. Catharines
Denis Cahill Photography 
District School Board of Niagara
Domaine Queylus
Enercare
F45 Training Niagara-on-the Lake
Four Aces Traffic Control Service Inc.
Gospel BBQ 
Scott Heelis, BHH Benefits

King + Victoria Winery
Locomotive Marketing Inc.
Lookout Point Country Club
McCaughey Consumer Products 
  Management Inc.
Meridian Credit Union
Metroland Media Group Ltd.
Meyers Fruit Farms
Murray & Associates LLP
Niagara Airbus
Niagara Catholic District School Board
Niagara College Canada
Niagara Golf Warehouse
Niagara IceDogs
Niagara Regional Housing

Niagara Regional Police Service
Niagara River Lions
Old Dutch Foods
The Pen Centre
Peninsula Lakes Golf Club
Peninsula Press Ltd. 
Performance Auto Group
Printing By Innovation Inc.
St. Catharines Fire Services
Stokes Seeds
Walker Industries
William Dam Seeds
YourTV Niagara

Thank You  

1,219

$264,538

Sadie Boon
Brock University

Najam Chaudhry
Canada Revenue Agency

Constable Joanne Carter
Niagara Regional Police Servce 

Thanks to the individuals behind the MNP New Donor Match, new donations had twice the 
community impact in 2023. We are grateful for MNP’s continued support! 

new donors.

raised in new donor giving. 
Thank you!
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Carlos & Heather Antunes WU
Akram Askoul
Peter & Fern Boldt
Glenn & Heidi Burgess WU
Adam & Gayle Burke
David & Ruth Burtnik WU
John & Sue Bylhouwer
Carol & Mike Clarke WU
Frank Cooper
Dan & Donna Dargavel
George O. Darte III
Paul & Joyce Eckel
Greg & Trish Finn WU
Dave & Judy George
Janice Giesbrecht
John & Stacy Gotts
Kurt F. Hagan
Frances Hallworth & Dave Steiner WU

Jacob & Katherine Hildebrand
Ted & Maureen Hoxie
Bob Lavery
Harriet & John Lehnen
Pam & Craig Lilley WU
Andrea & Evan Lindsay
John & Kathryn Lye WU
Fraser & Karen MacKay WU
David McBride
Rob & Pat Neill
Janet Partridge
Peter W. Partridge & Poppy Gilliam
The Jasmine & Kevin Patterson 
  Family Foundation
Milan & Julieann Plentai
Michael Plyley & Gail Macpherson
Peter Ramm & Helen Staal
Tom A. Rankin

Robert & Margaret Reid WU
Sam & Robin Ridesic WU
Gregg Ruhl
Mark & Carrie Sherk
Sean & Stephanie Simpson
Domenic & Patrizia Trapasso WU
Keith & Tammy Vandenberg
Carol Walker
The Late Norris Walker
Carolyn & Paul Weiss
Sheryl Wherry
Tom Whitelaw
Jim & Laurie-Ann Whitnall
Ellen Wodchis WU
Don & Valerie Wolfe
Anonymous - 9

United Way Niagara’s Philanthropist Circle acknowledges individuals who have made cumulative 
gifts of $25,000 or more to United Way over the last five years. 

Philanthropist Circle 

“Moving to Niagara-on-the-Lake from a bustling city was the opposite of an eye-opener. I had 
always supported United Way when working in Toronto’s downtown because every day I came 
face-to-face with the reality of those less fortunate. But here, surrounded by abundance, 
living in this comfortable bubble, the problems just aren’t as visible. So I think it’s important 
to remember the difficult challenges that are hidden behind so many doors. I’m proud to do 
whatever I can to help United Way Niagara respond to the needs of our entire community.”

Kurt F. Hagan 
Copywriter, Songwriter, Dog Lover
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Our Donors 
Visionaries ($100,000 +)

Bob Lavery
The Late Norris Walker
Anonymous - 2

Pillars ($50,000 - $99,999)

The Jasmine & Kevin Patterson Family  
  Foundation
Milan & Julieann Plentai

Benefactors ($25,000 - $49,999)

Glenn & Heidi Burgess WU
Janet Partridge
Peter W. Partridge & Poppy Gilliam
Sam & Robin Ridesic WU
Gregg Ruhl

Pacesetters ($15,000 - $24,999)

Carol & Mike Clarke WU
Harriet & John Lehnen
Sean & Stephanie Simpson
Tom Whitelaw

Pathfinders ($10,000 - $14,999)

Carlos & Heather Antunes WU
Adam & Gayle Burke
David & Ruth Burtnik WU
Frank Cooper
Dan & Donna Dargavel
George O. Darte III
Frances Hallworth & Dave Steiner WU
Pam & Craig Lilley WU

Tom A. Rankin
Robert & Margaret Reid WU
Carol Walker
Sheryl Wherry
Don & Valerie Wolfe
Anonymous - 1

Pioneers ($5,000 - $9,999)

Richard & Elaine Alguire
Laurie Andrews WU
Akram Askoul
Roy & Janet Baldwin
Peter & Fern Boldt
John & Sue Bylhouwer
Joseph J. Carlomusto Jr.
Rachel & Brian Delaney WU
Mario Ferrara & Annabel Kennedy
Greg & Trish Finn WU
Tom & Jane Gauld
Dave & Judy George
Janice Giesbrecht
Marie-Louise Goller
Judith Gruarin
Kurt F. Hagan
Jacob & Katherine Hildebrand
Bev Hodgson
Sean & Kerry Kennedy
Michael Krause
Andrea & Evan Lindsay
Joyce Little
Fraser & Karen MacKay WU
Larry & Elizabeth Masse
Dr. Todd Morgan
Rob & Pat Neill
Maya & David Pickering
Michael Plyley & Gail Macpherson

Peter & Linda Pringle
Peter Ramm & Helen Staal
Dave & Maureen Shantz WU
Rose Tannous WU
Domenic & Patrizia Trapasso WU
Brian Walker
Jim & Laurie-Ann Whitnall
Ellen Wodchis WU
Dave, Shaun & Alanna Wyllie
Anonymous - 6

Patrons ($2,500 - $4,999)

William & Mary Armbrust WU
David Bale
Jeff & Leah Bolan
Bryan & Cindy Boles
Sheila Bristo & Robert Schenck WU
Chuck & Jane Burke
Stuart & Michelle Butler
Fred & Karen Cameron
Robert Cary & Jane Laughton
Robert Chick & Dr. Vera Woloshyn
Ken Chipman
Craig L. Coleman
Michael & Margaret Connolly
Phil Court
Brian & Robin Cullen
Suzanne Curtin WU
Joe D’Annunzio
Rob DePetris & N’ora Kalb
Nicholas Dion
Travis & Jessica Dolinski
Chris & Bev Dyer
Bill & Nancy Elkin WU
Tom & Kim Elltoft
Wanda Fast

“I give to United Way as a way of giving thanks 
for my blessings. We are on this earth to help 
one another, and donating to good causes is 
important to me. I started donating by payroll 
when I was teaching and by donating monthly 
in retirement, I can increase my donation rather 
than making a one-time gift.”

Ken Chipman 
Retired Educator
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Building Community Across Generations

Dr. Rose Tannous, a loyal United Way donor for more than 25 years, was first introduced to United Way 
casually by friends. Since then, she has seen the need continue to increase across the region and has steadily 
increased her involvement as a donor and volunteer. “I initially discovered United Way through my walking 
group,” she recalled. “Attending events here and there. I began hearing the stories of those who were helped 
and saw the tangible impact.”

For Rose, Niagara has been home for 37 years. Establishing herself as a successful cardiologist and raising 
two daughters, she reflects, “I’ve always recognized the privilege of having a supportive family and never had 
to experience the deprivation of basic needs. I firmly believe our upbringing profoundly shapes who we 
become. Niagara is where I’ve built my life and livelihood, so it’s only natural to give back here. Collective 
giving creates significant change - a value I’m proud to impart to my children.”

Following in her mother’s footsteps, Karina now calls Niagara home after completing her university education 
and settling in to work at Niagara Health. Karina reflects on her giving journey, sharing that “accompanying 
my mom to United Way events over the years, I now find myself in a position of financial stability. 
Embracing the value of community support instilled by my mother, I’ve become an active contributor 
financially and through volunteering.”

The wake-up call of the pandemic spurred Karina to reassess her priorities. “I realized that focusing on just 
myself wasn’t making me happy,” she explained. Karina took her support to the next level by joining the 
United Way GenNext Cabinet, a volunteer program that inspires young professionals to be the next 
generation of change-makers in our community. “Now, immersed in United Way’s work, I recognize its
pervasive impact throughout our community. My eyes have truly been opened to the organization’s invaluable 
role in Niagara.” 

To break generational cycles of poverty in Niagara, our community must first inspire generational acts of 
giving and support. Rose and Karina are prime examples of how instilling a family culture of giving back can 
make a measurable impact on your own life and the lives of those in the community around you.

Donors and volunteers, Karina Armstrong (L) and Dr. Rose Tannous (R), mother-daughter 
duo on family values and giving back to the community where they live and work. 
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Patrons ($2,500 - $4,999)

Jack Gibson
Matt Greenway & Elaine O’Reilly
Mel & Rick Groom WU
Debbie and The Late Bill Heelis
Jody L. Hendry
Jim & Leona Henry
Bob & Sue Hoxie
Liz Isaak & Alvin Klassen
Tim & Janice Jones WU
Sue Kelcey
Cassie Kelly & Patrick Tierney
Ryan Kelly
Ron & Ingrid Kielstra
Patrick & Jane Kierans
Mathew & Patricia King
Mike & Anne Kirkpatrick WU
Kurt Klein
Andy Kurcz
Barbara Legg WU
Paul & Diane Leon
H.A. Patrick Little
Gordon McNab & Patricia Lucas
John & Kathryn Lye WU
James & Linda Mackay
Marty & Vanessa Mako
Patrick J. Maloney
Shelley Marchand WU
Ann Marie Martin
Cheryl McCormick WU
Nelson & Tanya McKay
James & Susan Miles
Catherine & Michael Mondloch WU
Rico & Beth Natale
Doug H. Newman
Gary & Joanne Niven
Rolf Normandin
Andy & Debi Paul
Lynn Rempel
William Rickers
The Late Gordon Ripenburg
Michael R. Ripmeester
Bob & Sue Ruttan
Mark & Carrie Sherk
Alan & May Simpson WU
Phil Sottile
David & Sonia Stevenson
Patti & Len Stolk
Bill & Rini Straver
Dr. Allison Suk
John Suk & Susan Armbrust
George & Dorothy Takata
Angie & Gary Talosi
Brenda Tattrie
Stephen B. Taylor
Dave Thomas
George & Jackie Thomas
Ruth & William Todd
Ron & Stephanie Tripp
Keith & Tammy Vandenberg
Peter Van Hezewyk
Janet Veale
Carolyne Watts

Eduard Weber
Colleen P. Whyte
Greg & Anne Wight
Larry & Irene Wormald
Anonymous - 12

Champions ($2,000 - $2,499)

Robert Ainslie
Mike & Pat Arghittu
Alan L. Barkhouse Coulis
Andrew Bassingthwaighte
Paul Boyle
Jim Bradley
Peter & Barbara Brewster
Corwin & Grace-Ann Cambray
Dan Carnegie
David E. Carter
Paul & Sue Chapman
Michael Court
Rene Coxworthy
Melody Cunningham
Fiona Dunbar WU
Matthew A. Hennigar
Kelly Humes
Kevin Jong & Graeme Dargavel
Joe Kenny & Karen McAllister-Kenny WU
Tillman & Wendy Kershaw
John & Margaret Krall
Joe & Yvette Kushner
Tom & Sharon Laviolette
Richard & Lynne Liptrap
Thomas & Deena MacDonald
Susan Marett
Grant & Marilyn Minard
The Late Mary Monette
Nancy Nenadovich
Brian O’Neill
Jan & John Potts
Jennifer Poynton WU
Alan & Donna Ralph
Kristen Rogers & Paul Molnar
Barbara Sainty
Anamitra Shome
Dr. Steven Silverman
Pam & Matthew Skinner
Alvin & Cindy Stark
Kim Thompson
Mike & Jane Trojan
Mike Veldhuizen
Rob & Kathie Welch
Hoi Wong
Keith Wood
Mr. & Mrs. R. Wright
Gary Zalepa
Anonymous - 13

Builders ($1,500 - $1,999)

Janet & Bob Allan WU
Sharon Aloian WU
Karina Armstrong
Barbara & Peter Banwell
Jordan & Kristen Beekhuis

Arthur Bicknell
Terry & Cathy Boak
Melanie Bull
Jason Burgess
Jade Campbell
John & Jill Cappa
Paul Collins
Bill & Daphne Davis
Greg & Sharon de Prinse
David & Carol Dec
Daniel & Shaeleen DiGirolamo
John Dill
Kristine Douglas
Susan M. Drake
Linda L. Dueck
Peggy Dwyer
David J. Farley
Jennifer & Peter Feren
Hilary Findlay WU
Dr. Nancy Francis WU
Nancy Fung & Michael Kopp
Heather Gillespie
Beverly Groeneveld
Jie Han
Barclay & Lilli Holbrook
Jeff Hoover
Ted & Maureen Hoxie
David & Alana Hoyle WU
Paul Karner
Glen King
Joann B. Lidstone
John MacLellan
Deborah L. Maloney WU
Michael & Paula Mann
Robert Mateyk
Francine M. McCarthy
Elaine & Robert McCaughey 
Gregory & Birgit McCaughey
Daniel F. McCormick
Kathleen H. McPherson
Joan & Gus Medina
Dianne Morello
Michele O’Keefe
Fiona, Ian & Sophie Peacefull WU
Larry Pearce
Alison Pilla
Ed Pomeroy
Bonnie & Jim Powell
Angela & Lloyd Redekopp
Ed & Linda Smith
Paul & Darlene Stringer
Carolyn & Dave Teutenberg 
Kathleen Therriault
Mary Turner WU
Don & Anne Ursino
Victor Vitorino
Andrew & Jennifer Walker
Jeffrey S. Weiner
Ed & Barb Werner
Barry Wills
D’Arcy Wilson
Wendy & Chris Wing
Claus Wolf
Anonymous - 14
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Leaders ($1,200 - $1,499)

Jennifer Adkins
Mohamed M. Ali
Carolyn Ambrose-Miller
Joanne Andrighetti
Germana G. Antonucci
Brenda Augerman
Kevin & Susan Bailey
Lee Baker
Stephen Bedford & Mari Shantz
Ronald E. Berg
Tony Bogaert
John Bonnett
Dylan Bourgeois
Uwe Brand
Marian Bredin
Mark Cahill
Sandi & Doug Campbell
Michelle & Joe Carile
Jennifer Carlton
YunKai Chan
Cindy Chernish
Cheryl Chiasson
Mick & Jane Chudzik
Margaret & John Clipsham
Sean Coote
April Cotton
Christine Danyluk
Jay Deleon
Fran Dennis
Rob Dobrucki
Rob Donofrio
Jon Downing
Laura Fakla
Laura Farrelly
Manfred Fast
Rebecca & Adrian Feuerstein
Jennifer A. Fisk
Jamie Fleming
Cindy Forster
Joyce Fretz
Maria H. Furtado
Jeffrey Mark Gaboury
Robert C. Gibson
Allison Glazebrook

Jason P. Glumac
Nelson & Louise Godin
The Graham Family
Terry Hall & Jane Ford
Andrew Henkenhaf
Bruce Henning
Sara Holmes
Samantha Hoodless
Sandy Howe WU
Jim & Nancy Howes
Frank & Bev Jong
Tim & Colleen Kenyon
Hanna & Ed Kidd
Michael Kirkopoulos
Jeff Klassen
Smoke & Debbie Krueger
Anne Kubu
Robert A. Land
Marcie Lewis & Gerardo Martinez
Kory Lippert
Clay Loach
Lori MacCullouch
Ingrid Makus WU
Martha Mason
Tina Matson
Roderick & Laurie McDowell
Mike McGrath
Cathleen Mee
Blake Merritt
Cindy & Derek Mewhinney WU
William Millar
Jeffrey P. Mulligan
Greg Mulvihill
David J. Murphy
John Murphy & Joyce Macredie
Ruth-Ann Nieuwesteeg
David Oakes
James Pakeman
Savita Persaud
Brian E. Power
Carol Purcer
Miriam Richards
James C. Riley
Jennifer & Todd Rimmington
Amanda Rizzuto WU
Renee Rochefort

Brian Roy
Andre Sarkis
Janet Savard WU
Tom Saxton
J. & E. Schellenberg
Ken & Amber Scholtens
Meagan Schrader
Priscilla Shannon
Rachel Sheil
David Siegel
Mat Siscoe
Andrew & Stephanie Skeldon
Donna Slater
Cathy Smith
Christina Smith
Betty-Lou & Ken Souter WU
Brad & Jessica Steeves
Rob & Mel Steven
Julie Stitt
Krista Teichroeb
Kiara Theodosopoulos
Amanda Tisi
Gary Torraville
Kyle Ukrainetz
Dominic & Mary Ann Ventresca
Terry Viscount
Robin Waldie
Erica Warkentin
Brent Warriner
Heather & Bruce Whitehouse
Catherine Williams
Anonymous - 21

Friends ($500 - $1,199)

Ahmad N. Ahmad
Sandra Allan
James & Elisa Allen
Deb Almas
Margaret & Philip Andrewes
Stephanie L. Antonucci
Gordon Arbeau
Catharine Arenburg
Michael Armstrong
Michael Ashton
Ken & Joanne Atkinson

“My wife and I support United Way because we believe the 
organization truly understands the needs in our community. 
A lot of effort is expended to ensure money that is donated, 
is used to have a significant impact for those most in need, 
and we feel we see the positive results of those efforts. It 
gives us confidence in making an annual donation to United 
Way Niagara.”

Andrew Walker, CPA, CA
Root Bissonnette Walker LLP
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Gail Atkinson-Todd
Donald Bagozzi
Kaylin Bailey & Ed Napper
Francisca Bakre
Adrian & Jane Barnet
Sondra Barrett
Dave & Margaret Beaupre
Tonia Berdusco
Eric & Marlies Berg
Margaret Berridge
Chander Bhagirath
Sunieti Bhandari
Rachel Bice
Anthony Bilotta
Peggy Black
Lauren Blaszynski
Ronald Bodner
Linda Boich
Tawnya Boivin
Jamie & Victoria Bolibruck
Bill Bolton
Sherrie Bonaldo WU
Lorraine Bonavolta
Susanne Bone
Michael J. Bonomi
David Bott
Joyce Bott
Christa Boyd
Josephine Boydell
Jan Bradley
Jon & Mim Braithwaite
Frank Brajer
Niagara Community Foundation,   
  Ann-Louise Branscombe Fund
David Bridel
Ruth Brnjas
Robert Brown
Jessica Brownlee
Lori L. Brunetta
Andrew Bryce
Deneece Brzozowski
Finlay Buchanan
Lee Burrows
Patrick Busnello
James Butko
Nathan Buttigieg
Nicola Calamusa
Kirby Calvert
Linda Campanelli
Heather Campbell
Kristine Canniff
Mary Caprara
Kristine Carmichael
Sharon Carniello
Lauryn & Rob Carrick
Patricia Cassar
Evelyn L. Chacinski
Margaret Chisholm
Susana Chiu
Dr. Tony Cianfarani
Loren Ciardullo
Matt Clare
Mr. Ken Clark
Bradley Clarke
Susan Clinesmith

John Clutterbuck
Bryan Cober
Virginia Cobley
Cheryl Coburn
Jeanne & John Codrington
Tamara Coleman-Lawrie
Rhonda L. Corris-Collee & Jeff Collee
Travis Collier
Rick & Patti Comfort
Ryan Cook
Josette Cornelius & Byron Kangelis
Wayne Cornelius
Rhonda L. Corris-Collee & Jeff Collee
Tyler Coveney
David Crandles & Maureen Keogh
Clint D. Cranwell
David Cribbs
Bill & Carole Criger
Keri Cronin
Richard Crouch
Donald Ernest Cruikshank in memory 
  of Ross Meade Cruikshank
Lino Cugini
Gordon Culp
Chris Currell
Tim Curtis
Edward & Ann Czaban
Robert D’Addazio
Tina D’Agostino & Bryce Deathe WU
Elena D’Amico
Alesia & Andrew Dane
Tara Daniel
Trent Dark
Tito & Joanne De Concilys
Hans De Meel
Kimberley Deane
Donna Delvecchio
James Denham
Brenda Dennis
Jeff DeRosario
Amy Devereaux
Shanna Devlin
Renata Di Filippo
Angie & Joe DiCarlo
Brian Dick
Mark Diegidio
Joseph Diemert
Daniel Dillon
Brenda & Brian Disher
Evan DiValentino
Patrick Diver
Janice Hoi-Ying Dodd
Monica Doherty
Ashleigh & Mike Doyle
Lina Doyle
Mike Duclos
Troy Dudzik
Ellen Duffus-Salvatore
Dupont Renzetti WU
Adam Dusome
Cindy Dymond
Irene Dyson
Donald & Beatrice Eastman
Cassandra Eaton
Jeffrey Eckhardt

Loretta J. Edwards
Dave Elliot
Bruce Elliott
Joan M. Etherington
Barbara Evans
Carolyn Ewen
Gisella Fabiano
Louise M. Fairbairn
Laura Fanson
Jennifer Ferguson
Ilona Ficyk
Chris J. Ficzere
Laurie Filson
Hilda Finlayson
Cindy Fischer
Edward Fitzgerald
Sean Fitzsimons
Richard A. Fleming
Michael W. Flus
Brett & Coleen Flynn
Kyle Flynn
Brian Fogg
Jacqueline Foley
Suzanne Forgeron
Maria Forte-Long
Dan & Tammy Fournier WU
Michael Fox
Michael Franklin
Gordon Frankovich
R. A. Franks
Lisa Frattini
Ian Freeman
Donald Fretz
Britney R. Fricke
Frank Fucile
Jacqueline Fuentes
Susan Gabel
Suzanne Gabriel
Edward Gacnik
Stephen Galan
Annette Gaul
Melissa Gennings
Chip George
Ronald Giberson
Jennifer Gilby
Matt, Grace, Sydney & Donna Gill
Ashley & Valerie Gnys
Brenda Godfrey
Edward W. Goerzen
James Goode
Neta Gordon
Sara Gordon
Luigi Greco
Gord Gregory
Julie Gregory
Les & Sue Griffis
Krystle Grimaldi
Victor Guille
Judith Gunn
Todd A. Halliday
John Halls
Kristopher Hamilton
Jennifer Hansen
Signe Hansen
Colleen Hardie
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Allison M. Heckman
Ken Hendriks
Sheri Henstra
Chris Hewitt
Mike Hildebrandt
Gail Hilyer
Chuck H. Hodgson
Ron & Donna Hogan
Joanne Holmes
Natalie Hotte
Lynda Hughes
Wainwright Humphrey
Doug & Sue Hunt
Joel Hutchinson
J. Inman
Stephanie Ireland
Mark Irwin
Zuher Ismail
Ronald H. Jackson
Eric M. Jagodich
Kit Jarvis
Ray Jeffrey
Peter J. Jesik
David S. Johnson
Ruth Johnson
Barb Johnston
Russell Johnston
Robin Johnstone
Tanya Joudrey
Adrienne & Iwan Jugley
Kalvaitis Family
S. John Kees
Diane Kelley
Robert Kelly
Susan Kelly Kister
Brenda Kerezsi
Stuart Kerr
Lisa Kerr Muraca
Jody Keus
Dr. Mary Kilmer-Tchalekian
Kyu Seong Kim

Craig Kimber
Kelly King
Walter J. Klassen
Michael Klauck
Barbara Kluke
Kevin Knight
Jonathan Koles
Henriette Koning
Dana Kozelj
Kevin Kramer
Timothy W. Kramer
Renee Kuchapski
Corinne Kwacz
Peter Lamb
Todd Lantz
Kristen Larionov
Susan Lavigne
Brian Law
Hugh & Joan Learmonth
Eva Lemak
John Levay
Nicholas Lidstone
Bruno Lizzotti
Brenda Lockhart WU
Irene Lowell
Linda Lowry
Kristy Lucas
Maureen Lux
Carol Ann MacKinnon
Hugh G. MacKinnon
Paula MacKinnon
Chelsey & Thomas Wormald
Erin MacLean
Leslie MacPherson WU
Alison & Bruce MacTavish
Cheryl Mahyr
Mike Malloy
Elizabeth Maningas
Michael Manley-Casimir
Brian Mann
Faith Marcel

Terry Marr & Family
Diana Marshall
Sarah Marshall
Jayson Martineau
Ken W. Mason
Joanna Mataya
Paula Matkowski
Patrick Mattinson
Margaret Matyus
Jason Maurier
Michael May
Shelley-Ann McAnuff
Susan & Dean McCann Foundation
Jessica McCourt
Greg McDonald
Gary McDonnell
Evan McGinty
Roy McGregor
Tara McKendrick WU
John & Patti McKenzie
Susan McLachlin
Brian Mcloughlin
Rev. Scott McMillan
Chris McQueen & Maria Brigantino
Judith McTaggart
Jason A. Meleskie
Konstantinos Mermigas
Riley Mertens
Michael Michaud
Michael G. & Diane Michaud
Tony Miele
James & Ann Milligan
Glen Milligan
Melissa Minor
Elizabeth Miyata
James Morandin
Richard Morency
Tamara Morris WU
Graham & Laura Morrison
Dale Morton
Carolyn Mullin

Your Legacy. 
Their Future.

Supporting Niagara’s most vulnerable.

Today. Tomorrow. Forever.

29

Did you know? A Legacy Gift to The Forever Fund helps address immediate needs while also sustaining 
long-term projects, helping Niagara’s most vulnerable children and families for generations to come. 
Including a gift in your Will allows you to make a substantial impact forever without costing you today. 



“United Way Niagara has become our charity of 
choice over the last several years because we 
ultimately support what they do ‘to support the 
most vulnerable people, when and where they 
need it, by investing in life-changing programs that 
strengthen the social safety net and build capacity 
in Niagara.’ Through our personal donations every 
year, we hope to contribute to a consistent and 
sustained funding model that is of critical 
importance to the overall success of local 
organizations, programs, and services dedicated 
to providing the necessary support to the most 
vulnerable in our communities. We see support for 
United Way Niagara as a long-term investment in 
the health and well-being of Niagara, our 
community, and the place we proudly call home.”  Tracey & Joe Schenck 

Co-Owners, King + Victoria Winery

Kimberly Mulroney & Richard S. Douglas 
Roxanne Munn
Wangeci Munuthi
Frank Muraca 
The Murray Family
Tracy Rienzo
Ryszard Musiala
MaryLou Blatchley
Marc Nantel
Roger Narhi
Marian Nasby
Leah Neamtu
Viven Ng
Jean Ntakirutimana
Sandra A. O’Connor
Christopher & Beverley Offierski
Sheila O’Keefe-McCarthy
Dr. Elizabeth Oliver-Malone
Alexandra O’Neil
Anita O’Neil
Elizabeth Orr
Gordon Ostermaier
Irene Osti
Frances A. Owen
Alyson & Nozomu Ozaki
Janet Pachereva
Kaila Palmer
Mark Palumbi
Erin Panda
Rebecca Paprzycki
Duane Pardoe
Marina Parkes
Michelle Pasqua
Gino Pasquariello
Tom Patsiatzis
Barry Patterson
Dan Patterson
Stacy Patterson
Randall Pauls
Janice Peacock
The Ajie Family
Cindy Perley

Ruth Peters
S. Ring Peterson
Brent Pfab
Jeanette Pillitteri
Michael Pisaric
Michele Pitoscia
Melissa Plamondon
Adam Pletsch
Chandra Podio
Karrie Porter
Kathleen Powell
Charissa Power
James Prendergast
Ann Price
James Prinsen
Steve Prokopetz
Cynthia Rand
Brian Rankin
Margaret Rankin
Tom Ratkovsky
Fereidoon Razavi
Wayne H. Redekop
Adam & Jamie Regular
Deborah Reid
Doris Reid
Dennis Reintjes
Briar Rendell
Mark C. Renner
Caren Renzella
Jane M. Richardson WU
Raul Rimando
Jolan Rimnyak
Tracey L. Rinaldo
Michael & Kim Riva
Ken Robb
Brett Roberts
Heather Robinson
Aulf Robitaille
Bella Roddy
Barbara Jane Romans
Michael Root
Cory Rosianna

Cathy Roy
Julie Rubel
Michelle Runhart
Samah Sabra
Jennifer Sacco
Stephen Sakes
John & Rosalene Sallmen
Nadia Sartor
Tracey & Joe Schenck WU
Karen Schmidt
M. & B. Sciliberto
Trevor Scott
Gordon Sheehan
Luke Shields
Erin Shisler
Christopher Short
Leanne Sidorkewicz
Joanne Sijm
Craig & Margaret Slack
Debbie & Marc Slade
Scott Slaney
David Sloan
Darrell E. Smith
Douglas Smith
Eric Smith
Julie Smith
Kristen Smith
M. E. Smith
Shoneez & Christopher Smith
David Snook
Mark Southcott
Lori St. Jean
Mark Stacey
Sandy Staniforth
Abbey Stansfield
Kelly Staples
Linda Steer
Edward Steers
Marcella Stevens
Brendon & Patricia Suess
Kristen Sullivan
Doug Stones
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DONOR BILL OF RIGHTS

Philanthropy is based on voluntary action for the common good. It is a tradition of giving and sharing that is primary to the quality of 
life. To assure that philanthropy merits the respect and trust of the general public, and that donors and prospective donors can have 
full confidence in the not-for-profit organizations and causes they are asked to support, we declare that all donors have these rights:

To be informed of the organization’s mission, of the way the organization intends to use donated resources, and of its capacity to use 
donations effectively for their intended purposes.

To be informed of the identity of those serving on the organization’s governing board, and to expect the board to exercise prudent 
judgment in its stewardship responsibilities.

To have access to the organization’s most recent financial statements.

To be assured their gifts will be used for the purposes for which they were given.

To receive appropriate acknowledgement and recognition.

To be assured that information about their donations is handled with respect and with confidentiality to the extent provided by law.

To expect that all relationships with individuals representing organizations of interest to the donor will be professional in nature.

To be informed whether those seeking donations are volunteers, employees of the organization or hired solicitors.

To have the opportunity for their names to be deleted from mailing lists that an organization may intend to share.

To feel free to ask questions when making a donation and to receive prompt, truthful and forthright answers.

ADOPTED IN 1993 • COPYRIGHT AFP, AHP, CASE, GIVING INSTITUTE 2015 • ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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Honour Roll Legend
The donor names that appear in RED are members of the Red Feather Society and have been supporting United Way for 20 years or 
more. If you have been giving to United Way (in any community) for 20 years or more but your name does not appear in RED, please 
contact us.

The donor names that appear with the WU symbol are members of WOMEN UNITED™. Women United is a vibrant community of 
visionaries and change makers brought together by a powerful sense of belonging: to one another, to our community, and to our 
mission of transforming the lives of women and their families. For more information or to join Women United, please contact us.

We extend our sincere thanks to all of our donors. Every effort is made to ensure our donor list is accurate and complete. If you 
discover an error or omission, or would like to update your recognition, please contact us.

Contact: Manager of Individual Giving, 905-688-5050 ext. 2113.

Sam Sulojana 
Nancy Sutherland 
Barbara Sykes
Andrew Szucs
Douglas Tallman 
Larry Tartaglia
Allan Taylor
Nathanial Taylor
Stephen Taylor & Arlene Grierson
Patrick & Stacey Tchang
Steven & Joanne Tenyenhuis
Marla Terreberry-Portfilio
Stacy & Jamie Terry WU
Darryl & Carrie Teutenberg
Shaun Thiessen
Frances & Frank Thomas
Glen Thompson
Sabrina Tilden
Henry M. Timmers
Loretta Tirabassi
Daniel & Jocelyn Titone
Sandy Traynor
Michael Tripp
Donna M. Tucker

Suzanne E. Twocock
April Tyrrell
Steve Underwood
Joseph Valeriote
Joel Van Weelden
The Late Irene Van Zandwyk
Mark Vanderveen
Randy Vansevenant
Al Vaughan
Gordana Vitez
Michael Wales
Marsha Walker
Kelly Walsh
Mary Jane Waszynski WU
Adam Weaver
Janet Webster
Tamara Webster
Elizabeth Wedderspoon
Marnie Welch-Swayze
Lynn Wells WU
Tina Welsh
Jennifer White
Matthew Whiteley
Rachel Whyte

Brad Wilen
Lindsay Wilen
Brian Wilkie
Christopher Williams
Darren Williams
Donald Williams
Taylor & Monica Wilson
Mike Winterbottom
Andrew Winters
Michael Woodfine
Geoff Woods
Matt Worth
Gail Wright
Melinda Wright
Steve Wright
Elizabeth Ye
Stephanie Young
Andrew Yungblut
Eva Zajac
Angela Zangari
Madeleine Zeller
Amanda Ziegler
Elisabeth Zimmermann
Anonymous - 153
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unitedwayniagara.org 
Mailing address: 63 Church St., Suite LC1 St. Catharines, ON L2R 3C4     

Charitable Registration #: BN13053 2443 RR0001

Your Merch Shouldn’t 
Cost the Earth.

When it comes to your branded merch, every choice matters, 
and at Brand Blvd, we aren’t just building up your brand; we’re building a better world. 

One where we share a commitment to protect the earth with sustainable choices.  

Scan this code with your phone
to learn more about how we can help you

with sustainable swag that stands out!

brandblvd.ca/eco

This Impact Report is generously sponsored by Brand Blvd.


